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Dear Fellow Lions: 

Almost every Lion    

member knows that in 

1925, Helen Keller asked 

the Lions Club to be the ñKnights of the 

Blindò. Since that time, caring for the 

visually-impaired has been a primary 

focus of all Lions worldwide. Since     

Helen Keller also had no ability to hear, 

Lions have been known to support the 

cause of the hearing-impaired, as well. 

Of course, we have many other causes 

that we support but we are largely 

known for our dedication to sight and 

hearing. 

If a needy person or child comes to the 

attention of a Lion, often the Lions Club 

in that community will sponsor the needy 

person by paying for the eye exam and 

a pair of glasses. And, of course, Lions 

everywhere collect peopleôs unwanted 

used eyeglasses which are sent to the 

Lions in Sight warehouse for cleaning, 

sorting and distribution to needy people 

in other countries such as Mexico and 

the Philippines. Imagine not being able 

to see and being given the gift of sight. 

What a wonderful thing! 

However, what if someone contacted 

you and told you that they needed a 

hearing aid and canôt afford it? Or that 

they canôt afford their eye surgery? Or 

that they need a dog to help them get 

around so they can be independent? 

What could you do to help them? 

In our area, we are fortunate to have 

foundations that are dedicated to helping 

needy people with these problems. They 

sincerely want to help and they are    

dependent on Lions and Lions Clubs to 

help them with their mission by support-

ing these foundations financially and by 

referring patients to them for care. 

One such foundation is the Lions Eye 

Foundation of California/Nevada. The 

LEF provides free eye surgical care to 

individuals that are uninsured, low-

income and have lived in our coverage 

area for 1 year.  Lion Mark Paskavan, 

LEF Program Coordinator (and SF    

Chinatown Lion) says that their ñstaff 

and doctors would love to be busier.ò 

You can find patients for them to help by 

checking with your local ophthalmologist 

or optometrist, medical clinic or school.  

Check their website, lionseyefounda-

tion.org, talk to our District LEF Advisors 

and Trustees or give the long-time LEF 

Executive Director, PDG Don Stanaway, 

a call. Their doctors are waiting to pro-

vide needed surgical care. The clinic 

and testing area in San Francisco are 

available for tours. Please call Lion Mark 

to arrange a time. 

Another foundation that could use our 

support is The Hearing Foundation (Ear 

of the Lion). Its purpose is to provide 

hearing aids to the needy hearing      

impaired in California and Nevada. The 

patient must be low-income and not  

eligible for a government-assisted      

program. A Lions Club, a member of the 

foundation, is asked to sponsor the    

client. Patients are assigned to an                

audiologist and custom-made hearing 

aids are fitted. Check out their website, 

earofthelion.org.  

The Canine Companions for                          

Independence provide assistance dogs 

that are ñthe eyes, ears and legs of their 

human partnersò. They bring joy and 

companionship to their patients and are 

their best friends. The dogs are raised 

from pups and trained to provide service 

to their humans, such as waking them, 

alerting them to the doorbell or phone, 

assisting them in their walks. They can 

even be trained to be alert to certain 

health risks! Consider attending a puppy 

graduation in Santa Rosa sometime. 

Very emotional! Their website is 

lpcci.org or talk to PDG George Habeeb 

if you want more information. 
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Greetings Lions, Leos 
 
March 17, District 4-C4 
GMT Kevin Guess con-
ducted a membership 

workshop, the trainer was MD4 GMT 
Coordinator PDG Buck Larson.  The 
training provided lots of great infor-
mation.  Members, our goal is to grow 
out membership.  It is vital that we 
invite family, and friends to join us in 
our service.  Invite friends to attend 
your service projects, as they observe 
the service that your club is providing, 
this encourages them to become a 
member.  The more members we 
have the more service projects we can 
provide to our communities. 
 
I attended the Peninsula Police and 
Fireman award banquet.  The                 
amazing life saving heroism deeds by 
these officers were definitely beyond 
the call of duty.  Each recipient was 
very humble and considered their act 
their obligation to mankind. The San 
Francisco Council Awards banquet will 
be held on April 14 and I am sure we 
will meet officers, sheriffs and firemen 
that are also our heroes.   The few 
officers that have been in the news for 
violating their oath is far less than 
those that protect and serve. 
 
Our Convention is rapidly approach-
ing.  I have been very busy preparing 

for the convention.  If you have not 
submitted your registration form to 
attend, please do so.  The due date 
for registration has been extended to 
April 23.  This is always a great time 
and lots of fun.  Yes, we take care of 
our district business and recognize our 
accomplishments from the previous 
year.  District Governor Marioôs theme 
is ñThe Magical World of Lionsò,  his 
colors are Gold and Purple.  Come as 
your favorite Disney character with a 
twist of Lionism.   Please join us in 
Redding and vote for me for District 
Governor. 
 
 
The Vision 
Harmony - Teamwork - Unity 
 
1st Vice District Governor  
Lion Lydia Taylor-Bellinger 
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Past District Governorsé 

George Habeeb * 1978-1979 * Don Stanaway* 1979-1980 * Roger Chinn* 1983-1984 * Larry Wong * 

1988-1989 * Don Lustenberger * 1989-1990 * Pat Battaglia * 1990-1991 * Lou Ercoli * 1991-1992 *  

Kenneth Newman * 1997-1998 * Mel Phillips * 1998-1999 *  Elma Loredo * 2000-2001 * Art Pignatti * 2001-2002 * 

Michelle Jester * 2002-2003 * Joycelyn Mina * 2003-2004 * Ray Rosenthal * 2004-2005 * Eugene Chan * 2005-2006 

* Al Russell * 2006-2007 * Maxine Frazier * 2007-2008 * Emil Kantola* 2008-2009 / Council Chair 2009-2010 * Ken 

Ibarra * 2009-2010 * Mike Simonini * 2010-2011 *   Esther Lee * 2011-2012 *  Robert  Wilson * 2012-2013 *                 

Stephen Picchi * 2013-2014 * Jack Van Etten * 2014-2015 * Macy Mak Chan * 2015-2016 * Rod Mercardo * 2016-

2017   BoldðPictured 

PCL Police & Fire Awards... 

Membership Workshop... 
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Warm greetings to all 

fellow Lions, families, 

friends, colleagues and 

everyone! 

I would like to extend my sincerest 

thanks and deepest appreciations to 

all the District 4-C4 Lions Clubs, Offic-

ers and Members for all your contin-

ued support, dedication and loyalty to 

Lionism.  Thank you to everyone for all 

your efforts, teamwork, and unity in 

providing great humanitarian volunteer 

services to other people in need. Our 

special thanks to our District Governor 

Mario Benavente for his wonderful 

Leadership, all the District Cabinet 

Members for their efforts, support, and 

teamwork, and to all Past District Gov-

ernors for their support and dedica-

tions in leading and guiding our Dis-

trict. 

April 2018 is a very busy month for 

most of the District 4-C4 Lions Clubs. 

It is the time for completing the imple-

mentations of most Club projects and 

activities. It is also the time to update, 

consolidate and submit the service 

activity reports and club contest re-

ports.  The District 4-C4 has 55 Lions 

Clubs, which are all actively involved 

in providing several humanitarian vol-

unteer services, which includes the 

following: eye sight project, food and 

feeding the hungry project, diabetes 

awareness, cancer project, children 

and youth projects, health and well-

ness projects, preschool, educational 

and scholarships projects, disaster 

preparedness project, and livelihood 

projects.  

Moreover, many of the Lions Clubs 

had already completed the nomina-

tions and elections of the new Club 

Officers for 2018-19.  In this regards, I 

would like to thank all outgoing Club 

Officers for all your efforts, hard work, 

support and dedications in leading 

your Clubs and providing valuable vol-

unteer services to the needy. Again, 

my deepest appreciations for your 

successful implementations of human-

itarian services to other people. Con-

gratulations to all of you for a job well 

done!  For all the incoming Club Offic-

ers, I would like to extend my congrat-

ulations and best wishes to all of you 

for a successful year of humanitarian 

volunteer services to other people in 

need. As the District 4-C4 2nd VDG 

and running for a 1st VDG position for 

2018-19, I hope to continue partner 

with all of you in providing an appropri-

ate humanitarian volunteer services to 

the diverse and multicultural groups 

and communities. As our famous Lion 

Leader, Helen Keller advocated that 

ñAlone we ca do so little but together, 

we can do so muchò. So, I hope and 

wish that together, collectively we can 

all achieve a better and successful 

year of humanitarian services, in              

enhancing and making a difference in 

other peopleôs lives.  

A strong Leadership is very important 

in the success of an organization. The 

Lions Club International invests and 

supports the Leadership development 

and training of all Lion Clubsô Officers 

and Members. The LCI Leaderships 

Institutes, MD4 Leaderships Institutes, 

and District 4-C4 GLT/GMT/GST              

offers Leadership Training to all                 

Interested Lions. As a Lion, I                     

participated with some of the Leader-

ships training such as Advanced Lions 

Leadership Institute (ALLI) at the LCI 

Institute, Leadership training at the 

MD4 Leadership Institutes, 2nd VDG 

Leadership training at the MD4, and 
ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ рύ 
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 Club Presidentsé 

Bay Area Special Olympics * Victoria Sciacqua * Belmont * Christine Beard * Brisbane * Sharon Boggs * Burlingame * Kwang Park * Daly City 

Host * Don Fleming * Foster City * Patrick Sullivan * Half Moon Bay * Suzanne Mau * Menlo Park Live Oak * Margaret Carney * Millbrae * David 

VanWart * Pacifica * Susan Beckmeyer * Palo Alto Host * Bernard Director * Peninsula Special Interest * Ramesh ñKaliò Azariah * Peninsula              

Veterans * Tamera Guess * Redwood City Sunrise * William Jackson, Jr. * Redwood City Downtown * Chris Cheshire * Redwood Shores *               

Norma Villa  * San Bruno * Peter Carey * San Carlos * Kent Yunk * SF Aeta * Fernando Briosos * SF Athletic * Roderick Rodriguez * SF Bay Area * Melanie 

Hsu * SF Bay Area New Century * Gina Tse * SF Bay Area Fashion Runway * Monique Zhang * SF Bayview Hunters Point * Jessie  Peoples * SF Buddha *                

Surenda  Malla * SF Circle * Billardo Morete * SF Chinatown * Peter Lam * SF Dynamic * Fevelyn Evaristo ϝ SF Fil-Am * Ronnie Dori * SF Financial Rescue 

Lions Club * Glen   Alavardo * SF Geneva Excelsior * Sharon Eberhardt * SF Highlands * Marcela Johnson * SF Hispanic * Ninette Mendoza * SF Host * Conn 

Buckley * SF Korean American * Paul Lee * SF Latinos Unidos *  Ruffino Ramos * SF Marina North Beach * Agnes Lau * SF Marketing * David Burke * SF 

Merced Heights * Linda St Julian * SF Nikkei * William Stipinovich * SF Nueva Vizcaya * Clinton Zuraek * SF Ocean-Ingleside * Connie Bridgewater * SF Park 

Presidio Sunset * Paul  Kozakiewicz * SF Premier * Fernando Gularte * SF State University *  Marianne Vue * SF The Castro * Meghan Rohrer * SF Unified * 

Alvin Louie *  SF Veterans * John Caldera * SF Supreme * Gary Poon * San Mateo * Ray Mahaffay * San Mateo County First Responders * James Pappas * 

San Mateo Metropolitan * Cindy Zheng * Silicon Valley * Asia Kan * Silicon Valley   Cyber * Mary Koo * SSF Golden Gate * Faye Pobre * SSF Host * Luis 

Alvarenga  BoldðPictured 


