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Focus on Veterans

Members of the Bayview Hunters Point Lions Club in San
Francisco are supporting homeless veterans not only with
food donations, bur also by initiating a “Bikes 4 Vets” pro-
gram. Collecting donared bikes and giving them to the vet-
erans not only facilitates transportation and exercise; the
bicycles are also sometimes necessary to offset medical con-
ditions that make walking long strerches difficule for dis-
abled veterans. “If the bikes are in need of repairs, they're
sent to San Qu:ntiﬂ I‘ri.\‘.mi, where the inmares fix them and
return to us,” says Lion Gwen Strain.

Strain personally delivers and distributes donated food
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to the Veterans Memorial Building every other Sunday.

Lions regularly donate food to “Every Wednesday morning we distribute food to the San
Francisco VA Medical Center. With the I:'Il..'l]_'J of the San

missions aﬂd thEIESS UEteransf Whﬂ Mareo Lions Club and Amvers, we were able to give 55

show their gratitude with salutes. homeless veterans plenty of new socks in a new program
Photo by Gwen Straln called Socks tor Soul,” she adds.
As a skier for more than 40 vears, Canandaigua, PARTNERTO PROVIDE SERVICE

MNew York, Lion Dick Ernst is familiar with the feel-
ing of freedom that comes with strapping on a pair
of skis to make a run down a mountainside. He
gladly represented Canandaigua Lions as one of
many “mountain guides” for the Special Olympics
of New York when its Alpine and Nordic competi-
tions were held ar Bristol Mounrain last winter.
More than 80 athletes participated.

Ernst, who served as District 20-E2 governor in
2010-11, also volunteers with QOASIS { Ourdoor Ad-
ventures for Sacrifices in Service), an organization
that assists disabled military veterans in Central and
Western New York, Ernst participated in a chairlift
evacuation drill with OASIS and the ski patrol.

“The tramning i1s invaluable,™ he says. “If there’s a
malfunction and ;g¢|'|..1.1'r|.1'|:r]wc::mcsir:upcra]ﬂc, W S!thng an thE far rlght, CanandaiguaI NEW’ Yﬂrkr
ed o k r how disabled skiers down and . .

Reec 10 KHOW 10w T0 gt disabled sKiers COWR AT Lion Dick Ernst learns how to help safely evacuate
out safely.” He’s hoping to turn more Lions into ; : S -
mountain guides by promoting the organization 2 disabled skier from a chair lift using a rope and
through a district-wide campaign. Canandaigua harness during a training exercise with the ski patrol
Lions are facilitating meetings with other area Lions BT

1ons are fAcitating Mectings with otierarea Lions - 5,4 O AS[S, an organization that promotes sports for

clubs and representatives of OASIS, which also sup- ) ;
ports archery, sailing and equestrian programs. disabled veterans and those suffering from PTSD.
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